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USING BIG DATA TO BEAT BIG DONORS

NEW POLITICAL WEBSITE AIMS TO DEMOCRATIZE CAMPAIGN FINANCE
Crowdpac Turns the Tables, using sophisticated data analytics to help 

voters target politicians
 
MENLO PARK, CA, September 2, 2014—Crowdpac, a new non-partisan political technology startup, 
officially unveiled its service to voters across the country today. Crowdpac’s mission is to give politics back
to people, making it easier for citizens to learn about the politicians on their ballot, and to find and support 
political candidates that match their priorities and beliefs. Crowdpac matches users with the 
Congressional candidates that best reflect their own political priorities, and allows users the ability to 
donate directly to these candidates, through a partnership with political payment processor Democracy 
Engine.
 
“We want to give politics back to people,” said Steve Hilton, CEO and co-founder of Crowdpac and former
Senior Advisor to British Prime Minister David Cameron. “There’s a lot of concern about the influence of 
big money donors and special interests on politics today, and we offer a practical response. Crowdpac is 
an easy way for everyone to participate in politics effectively. Until now, it’s been the politicians targeting 
you - with their endless ads and requests for money. We’re turning the tables: now you can target them, 
by going to Crowdpac.com, clicking on the issues you care about, and finding the right candidates to give 
money to depending on the outcome you want to see.”
 
Crowdpac’s matching algorithms are based on sophisticated analytics and a data model that calculates 
objective scores for candidates, putting them on a liberal/conservative scale where 10L is the most liberal 
and 10C the most conservative. To calculate scores for candidates—both incumbents and new candidates
—Crowdpac relies on campaign finance records. Donors to political campaigns tend to support 
candidates who share their policy preferences and/or personal interests, and screen out those who do 
not. This generates large amounts of information on where candidates stand. In analyzing the patterns of 
who gives to whom, the Crowdpac data model is able to make inferences about the positions of both 
candidates and donors.
 
Additional information on candidates’ personal contributions made to other campaigns, as well as other 
publicly available data, such as voting records and candidates’ official statements, are incorporated in 
order to improve the model’s predictions. As a result, it represents an entirely new way of forecasting how 
a candidate would likely vote and legislate if elected to office. 
 
“The largest hurdle in American politics is access to objective, reliable information in one place that is 
easy to read, digest and act upon,” said Adam Bonica, co-founder and Chief Data Scientist at Crowdpac, 
and assistant professor of political science at Stanford University. “With Crowdpac, we are taking an 
important step to make the process more simple and transparent.”
 
Through collaboration with co-founders Bonica and Gisel Kordestani, a Harvard MBA with eight years of 
senior management experience at Google, Crowdpac came to fruition while Hilton, who also teaches at 
Stanford University, was serving as an entrepreneur-in-residence at NEA, the prestigious Sand Hill Road 
venture capital firm.
 

https://www.crowdpac.com/


Crowdpac Chief Operating Officer Kordestani said, “Crowdpac is a business with an incredibly strong 
social mission at its heart. While we firmly avoid supporting or favoring any party, we believe in 
democratizing the levers of power and we want to help build a more representative democracy in America
and, in time, around the world.”
 
The prototype was created in mid-2013 and $2 million was raised in seed funding from several top-tier 
venture capital firms including NEA, InterWest, Index Ventures, SV Angel, and a range of angel investors.
 
 
About Crowdpac
 
Crowdpac aims to make it easier for people to engage effectively in the political process by providing 
citizens with objective, non-partisan information about political candidates and issues.  Crowdpac users 
are able to browse data on Congressional candidates in all 50 states and donate directly to their 
campaigns.
 
www.crowdpac.com
@Crowdpac
/Crowdpac
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